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     I was invited to write 

an article about my life 

and my family. My fami-

ly has lived in Green 

Bay for generations.  

My grandfather left the 

farm near Kaukauna as 

a young man, eventual-

ly settling in Green Bay 

working as an insur-

ance man. My Grand-

mother raised their 

family and then had to 

become a teacher 

when my Grandfather 

became sick and inca-

pacitated during the 

latter years of his life. 

My Father, Patrick, was 

one of five boys, mar-

ried my mother, Doro-

thy, and worked as a 

machinist after he 

served in the Marines 

during WWII. 

     Children came quickly with a son born in the first 

year of their marriage and twins, Dennis and Diane, 

came the next year on the birthday of their brother. 

One year and one half later my sister was born. I could 

tell you many stories about those days. 

 I attended Catholic grade school, public high 

school and then the seminary at Oneida. I completed 

my seminary training at St. Francis School of Pastoral 

Ministry, Milwaukee, WI. Those were exciting years of 

learning since my seminary education followed the 

Council of Vatican II when our studies changed to inte-

grate the input given by those documents .  

 My first parish was St. Therese in Appleton. Alt-

hough I had the knowledge to work as a priest, my ex-

perience base needed to grow. I learned to work with 

the different groups of people at that 

time. The liturgy was filled with band 

music and the youth were led by great 

teachers and high school leaders. 

 After three years Bishop Wycislo 

assigned me to St. Francis Xavier Ca-

thedral as the associate pastor. During my time there I 

was the Master of Ceremonies. The center of Green 

Bay also had many street people. Yes, they lived on the 

street (or in one of the churches, if they weren’t discov-

ered). I also volunteered to work as a Field Advocate 

for the Marriage Tribunal handling many annulment 

cases. Here I began to work with the rich and the poor, 

the young and the elderly, the sick, the dying and the 

deceased. 

 My first pastorate was at St. Mary’s, Stockbridge 

on the shores of Lake Winnebago. My life was filled 

with adventure learning about farming, beginning as 

manager of a parish and a school, and learning the 

uniqueness of a German community.   

 With some experience under my belt, I was as-

signed to St. Nicholas, Freedom, a growing community 

centered around the church’s life and activities. My 

wings began to expand as I brought to the young peo-

ple a program called, “LIFE TEEN.” Our youth and fami-

lies came to love liturgy and their faith through the pro-

gram and the liturgical life. My finger print will remain 

in the renovation of the church, which highlighted the 

uniqueness of the art in the church. 

 My final calling was to St. Bernard Parish, Apple-

ton where I came to understand the importance of 

Evangelization to the life of the parish. The Alpha 

Course was introduced along with other instruments 

that helped people to understand themselves and their 

need to grow their faith life. There too, I renovated the 

church. It continues to be a place of beauty and prayer. 

 Now I am a senior priest serving the communities 

of St. James and St. Joseph. What a blessing my life 

has been for me and the parishioners.  
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Bishop’s Appeal Facts and False News 
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1. What is the Bishop’s Appeal and where does my 

donation go? 

It is a fact that the Bishop’s Appeal is an annual 

plea to people in the Green Bay Diocese to make 

a gift to support its mission and ministries in 

northeastern Wisconsin.  

  

2. How is the money used? 

Each year, by supporting the Bishop’s Appeal, you 

impact the faith lives  of thousands of families, 

individuals and communities throughout north-

eastern Wisconsin. Year after year, people look to 

the church for inspiration and spiritual direction. 

The pie chart here shows how funds were allocat-

ed in 2018. Each of these services is available to 

us as individuals and as a parish. 

  

3. Does my contribution pay for legal settlements? 

False News! The Bishop's Appeal has never been 

used to pay legal settlements. There are insurance 

policies to cover some of the expense, and funds 

have also come from diocesan investments. 

  

4. Does my gift pay the Bishop’s salary? 

The Bishop's Appeal does not pay the Bishop's 

salary. The Bishop’s wages are part of the Cathe-

draticum, a tax levied on every parish              an-

nually. 

 

5. Will Bishop’s Appeal funds help international 

priests settle in our parishes and communities?  

Actually, no. Again, the Cathedraticum funds are 

used to re-settle and assimilate foreign priests. 

  

6. What was the Bishop’s Appeal goal vs. actual in 

2018, and what is the goal in 2019?  

The 2018 diocesan goal was $5,400,000, and 

$6,074,032 was raised. In 2019, the goal re-

mains the same. As for St. James Parish, the goal 

last year was $30,340, and $29,532 was raised. 

The 2019 goal is $30,827. 

  

7. What is the average gift? And how much should     

I give? 

The average gift in 2018 was $205. Through 

prayerful consideration, we encourage everyone to 

consider what they can share with those who have 

less. Even small donations add up when everyone 

participates. 

  

8. How can I make a gift? 

There are several easy ways to make a gift.  

 Write a check payable to The Catholic Founda-

tion, and write Bishop’s Appeal in the memo 

line. Place it in the collection basket at Mass. 

 Mail your pledge or check to the Catholic Foun-

dation at PO Box 22128, Green Bay, WI 54305. 

 For more info, or to give by credit card or                

electronic fund transfer go to 

www.catholicfoundationgb.org/give.  

2018 Bishop’s Appeal Distributions 
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Parish Mission Planning:  

Mass Survey Findings              by  Jean Schleis 

Religious Education: What’s New for 2019-2020   by  Kathy Styer, RE Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Parish Mission Planning begins with the end in mind, 

moving parishes toward a shared vision and common 

mission. St. James PMP Team is studying ways that St. 

James Church impacts the neighborhoods in Cooper-

stown, Maribel and Denmark. We are focusing on how 

we can integrate ourselves more fully by shifting our 

focus from inside of our church walls, to outwardly in 

our communities. 

After much study, the team chose five goals as priori-

ties. They include: 

1. Surveying Mass Times 

2. Determining Facility Enhancements 

3. Improving Communication 

4. Engaging More Young Adults 

5. Enhancing Worship Experiences 

In studying our weekend Mass times we looked at pos-

sible alternatives to the current schedule. While not all 

the surveys have been tabulated yet, the results thus 

far seem clear. Overwhelmingly, the weekend Mass 

times we now have are convenient for most. And, both 

the Saturday 7:30pm time and Sunday 8:00am time 

were the most highly favored. While these results will 

not dictate whether or not future changes to the Mass 

schedule occur, they are valuable data to consider. 

A plan has been developed for Goals #2 and #3, Deter-

mining Facility Enhancements and Improving Communi-

cation. These will be rolled out in the next few months. 

The PMP Team is still working to develop the last two 

priorities.  

For more information about this exciting process, or to 

get involved with the planning, please contact Jean 

Schleis at 863-3965.    

These are recommendations from 

St. James Board of Education and 

approved by St. James Parish Coun-

cil to implement for the 2019-2020 

Religious Ed year:                                                                                                             

 Kindergarten – Moving to Sun-

day morning during Mass.  Our 

enrollment has been down the 

past 2 years.  Parents have said 

that a full day Kindergarten and 

RE in one day is too much. 

 Grades 1-4 – Will meet for class 

every Monday. With Confirming 

now as Juniors, and moving Kin-

dergarten to Sundays, this will 

open enough classroom space 

to hold class every Monday for 

primary grades.  No more Heart-

work!  We will also be in align-

ment with the requirements of 

the Diocese to have classroom 

time between 30-35 hours per 

year.  Class times will shorten by 

15 minutes and will be from 

6:00-7:15pm (still including mu-

sic) This will be better continuity 

for teaching, and student’s re-

tention. It also helps get young 

children home earlier. 

 Grade 5 - Will be changing to 

Wednesdays from 6:00-7:15pm 

– same as Middle School.  This 

will help alleviate conflicts with 

sports practices and games on 

Mondays. The Denmark School 

District recognizes Wednesdays 

as Religious Education nights.  

 If needed, we will be using class-

rooms in the Parish Center as 

we do with Confirmation. There 

will be a parking lot/building su-

pervisor in both buildings.    

The 2019-2020 Registration forms 

were mailed to families that cur-

rently attend classes. Forms are 

also posted on the website at circle

-of-faith.org. When registering for 

classes, please return forms by 

June 1st by either mail or placing 

them in the plastic tub in the back 

entrance to the parish center/office 

building next to church. Families 

new to the Religious Education pro-

gram may obtain more information 

and forms by contacting Kathy 

Styer at recoordinator@tm.net. 



 Temporary Administrator: Rev. Dennis Ryan                  

Phone: 920-740-6701 

 Telephone: Office: 920-863-2585 

              Fax: 920-863-5445 

              Church Hall: 920-863-2383 

 Mass Schedule: 

  Tuesday, 8:00am  

  Saturday, 7:30pm 

  Sunday, 8:00am 

 Reconciliation: 2nd & 4th Saturdays, 6:30-7pm 

 Religious Education: (during the school year) 

 Churchtime, Kindergarten, Sunday, 8:00am                      

 Grades 1-4 Monday, 6-7:15pm 

 Grades 5-8 Wednesday, 6-7:15pm 

 Grades 9-11 Wednesday, 7:30-8:45pm 

 Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 8-12 

ST. JAMES PARISH 
COOPERSTOWN 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 May 27  Memorial Day Mass in Cemetery                           

  9:00am 

 June 8/9 Election/Selection Weekend 

 June 16  Father’s Day 

 July 14 Grief Support Group, 12-2pm 

 Sept. 8 Fall Event 

Under the  

Steeple 

Website:   www.Circle-of-Faith.org 

Email:       stjamescoop@tm.net 

 
O faithful God, as your people, we        

cherish our memories and our history 

as a sacred gift. We ask you to guide us in             

our time of transition.  

We need your wisdom that we might be receptive 

to change, conversion and growth. We need your 

grace to redirect our hearts that we may be willing 

to offer ourselves in joyful service. 

Do not allow fear, ignorance or pride to limit the 

work of your Spirit, nor custom to prevent the crea-

tivity within us from bearing fruit. 

Open our hearts to the call of the Gospel. Give us 

courage and renewed hope, that we may meet the 

challenge of being the Church of our time. Amen 

Summer Office Hours 

Please note that for this summer, the 

parish office will be open on a limited 

basis. These hours are effective from 

June 3 until September 3. 

 Monday:  8am - noon 

 Tuesday:  8am - noon 

 Wednesday:  8:00am - noon 

 Thursday:  8:00am - noon 

You can always email us at 

stjamescoop@tm.net  or call the par-

ish office and leave a message, 920-

863-2585. The staff is also willing to 

arrange other appointment times for 

parish business. 

Prayer for a Parish 

in Transition 

A parish event is being planned 

for Sunday, September 8th.      

Watch the bulletin for details! 

mailto:stjamescoop@tm.net

